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Fraonce is a rare sea turifle
“Megadiversity Country” with @
high level of global responsibility
and actions: strict legislations and 4
regiona turtle  action  plans
(Guadeloupe/St Martin, Martinique,
French Guiana, West Indian ocean

With 12 overseas territories in all the world’s oceans, France occupies an area of nearly
10.2 millions square kilometers in 5 oceans and seas. Six of the world’s /7 sea turtle species
(all but the flatback) are found in the French territories, which host critical habitfats
including major nesting beaches.

Since the 19/0s, knowledge abouft the terrestrial and marine biogeography of sea turtles
in France has increased significantly thanks to activities carried out by members of the
Groupe Tortues Marines France (French Sea Turtle Group — GIMF), a group of 200 experts
and stakeholders including scientists initiated by the French Ministry in charge of the
environment.
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The global-scale collaborative Collaboration

As a first step fowards investigating French furtle distribution and strengthening :
conservation efforts, a partnership was established by GIMF with the State of the World'’s network  [GTMF] Iincludes al

Sea Turtles (SWOT) program in order fo map the completfe nesting biogeography of sea stakeholders who contribute in

. 0 . . . . complementarit to the Conservation
turtles in all the French fterritories and provide a first synthesis of data available. The > . Y
second step will consist in the publicafion of a nafional Aflas, currently under preparation conservation of sea furfles, and
P P ’ 4 prep ' fo the acquisition of knowledge Research /
® ®© ® ®© ® © ® ®© ® ®* O o ¢ ®* 9 % 9 & & & 0 n France. gtmf.mnhn.fr J Expertise
&% a0 48 o8 48 o Pl S I, o s o s o s 1, In French Guiana, the leatherback nesting beaches
| )| . “. W w1y o e i sk b of northern South America are among the most
Cpdocnays iivacos) e oriac e onigiss, e important on the planet; Yalimapo beach, for
i B et e T | | : Instance, recorded more than 60,000 nests annually
T oggerhea R ‘ ¥ .
f eAm cafsei . § Units sr-100" VWL, during the late 1980s and early 1990s.
ot 4 L, F- L3N “ o In the French Caribbean (Guadeloupe, Martinique, St
P L e Martin, and St Barthélemy), the presence of marine
&4 | . o
a0 (Eﬂzﬁxgizgig@e,sgszm, turtles has been known for cenfuries, with significant
lemy “= nd Saint Martin e loatneTack 1 1 1
i L F sfudies since the early 2000s, which recently revealed
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2 wiveororsivg In the Eparses Islands (Tromelin, Glorieuses, Juan de
Nova and Europa), scientists have gathered some of
the longest fime series of sea turtle monitoring data in

the world, dating back to the 1970s for sites hosfing
petween 5,000 and 10,000 nests per years. In nearpy
Mayotte, nesting monitoring has been underway
since the 1990s, despite high levels of poaching and
the difficulties of working on numerous secluded
peaches.
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n French Polynesia, little is known about turtles, since
monitoring is confounded by the enormous surface
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In New Caledonia, monitoring, initiated since several
years, revealed an important nesting area for the
loggerhead turtle (southern province) and a regular
nesting activity of green turtle in remote islands (Coral
sea international marine Park).
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Figure 1: SWOT Report vol. 13 map describes nesting activity of the 5 sea turtle species known
to nest on French beaches. The situation with regards to turtles in Wallis and

The amount of France's EEZ that serves as foraging and migratory Futuna Islands is aimost unknown.

habitat for turtles certainly encompasses several sea turtle populations
at all life stages including parts of the 18 Regional Management Unifts,
some of which are among the world's most or least threatened (SWOT THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S SEA TURTLES
Report Vol. 7). seaturtlestatus.org

The first French Atlas on sea turtles will be published thanks o GIOba|I Synthes's

the GTMF stakeholder contributions and under the coordination
of the French Museum of Natural History (MNHN).
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The main objective of this atlas is to publish a state of =% = Regional synthesis ‘
knowledge on the distribution and ecology of sea turfle in the E oo |
French territories. It is carried out in the framework of the INPN

(French Inventory of Natural Heritage) which is the nationadl

reterence information system on biodiversity. b
i i Local synthesis
The collaboration with the SWOT allowed 1o launch the data —

collection for the atflas. Maps of nesting sites will be completed
SRS  with distribution, migration, genetic and habitat data in order

" to present the most complete and recent knowledge S =~ 0000
available. Each of the 6 species will be described at the global, =, F B
regional and local scales corresponding to the 15 territories
where sea turtles are present.

Figure 2: Models of the species description pages.

1 Museum national d'Histoire naturelle, France, 2 Oceanic Society, USA, 3 Rastoma, France, 4 Ifremer, France, 5 Groupe Torfues marines de Guadeloupe, France, 6 Office National des foréts, France, 7 Réunion des musées régionaux-Kelonia, France
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